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MY LORD, 


H E 1 1 written at the * 
period to which it alludes, has lain 
Ws by its author from that moment 
to the preſent day. Different motives (not 
the leaſt of which is a conſciouſneſs of his 

inability to treat the ſubject in a maſterly 
manner) induced him to doubt, whether it 
ought to be made public; but, as he un- 
derſtands the controverſy i is to make a pare 
; Ty 4 2 [+ 155 . 


f lf $ 
of 2 
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of city politics, and to claim the notice of 
the court of common- council on an early 
day, he aſſerts his right, as a member of 
that body, who poſſeſs the invaluable privi- 
lege of electing one of the three eſtates of 
the realm, to offer to your Lordſhip, a pro- 
feſſed candidate for the higheſt honour the 
city of London has to beſtow, his ſenti- 
ments on a queſtion, which, being now 
. revived in its full force, muſt make a part 
of that truſt, which the repreſentative is to 
receive from his conſtituents, - 


Permit me, then, my Lord, to dedicate 
to your Lordſhip a few thoughts on the ap- 
plication of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, as a Teſt for the admiſſion into 
civil offices. I have the ſatisfaction to un- 
derſtand your Lordſhip was educated, and 
paſſed the early part of your life, amongſt 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters: you are free, 
therefore, from thoſe prej judices, which, in 
g man born and ona oaks in the principle 

of 


Tn « 5 * 
of the hierarchy of the church of Engtuall: 
are not eaſily overcome; and to an educa« 
tion of this nature I may preſume your 
Lordſhip has added ſome degree of: reading 
on the controverſy in queſtion. 
The theme of the preſent addreſs 1 pro- 
poſe principally to take from 'the diſcourſe 
preached before your Lordſhip previous to 
the adminiſtration of the ſacrament to ſuch 
members of the corporation, who choſe to 
attend at St. Lawrence's on the firſt Sunday | 
after Epiphany, from theſe words: To 
© the law, and-to the teſtimony, if they 
« ſpeak not according to this word. it 10 ; 
_ © becauſe there is no light in them.” 


. What connexion there is, between this 

5 pg and the nature of a ſacramental 

0 Teſt, I muſt confeſs Iam much at a loſs 

- to find; and 1 was not a little ſurpriſed, 

d well knowing the abilities of the preacher, 15 
tat the conſtruction of his arguments, and 
* WH theirwant of conviction on my mind. We 


in WW 2gree in our firſt principle. To the Law 
cs and to the Teſtimony” 1 would alſo ap- 


646. )5 
peal — To that inſpired volume, which Ire- 
gard as the ſole guide of my actions here, 
and the beſt evidence for my happineſs here» 
after. But, let me regard with reverence 
a a book, which has little, indeed, to do with 
the miſerable parties and diſputes of con- 
tentious men, and the poor. W of 
en for eivil offices. 

The preacher, after obſerving the FR 
of the Lord's Supper was to inſtitute a 
perpetual memorial of the death and ſuf. 
ferings of our Saviour, to cultivate the be · 
nevolent affections, to promote peace, love, 
and good-will, amongſt men, in all which 
obſervations my ſentiments went entirely 
with him, divided it into a ſecondary uſe, 
that of a ſacred oath of allegiance to the 
church ; and on this ideal oath of allegi- 
ance he formed the baſis of his argument, 
In this view of the ſubject, the ordinance 
muſt be conſidered as a parliamentary inſti- 
tution; for, the Law, and the Teſtimony, 
to which 1 have appealed, know of no ſuch 
oaths : the . authority hath ſaid, 

| : | > 66 « Do 


WWW 


6 


Do this in remembrance of me.” What 


of allegiance to any church, any ſect, or 
any party, do we find in the noble ſimpli- 
city of this command? The Seripture ap- 
pears to leave the mode, of commemoration 


open to the judgement and deciſion f 


churches and ſocieties of Chriſtians in ſuc- 
ceeding ages. If the worſhipper thinks he 
more ſolemnly and devoutly remembers his- 
divine Maſter by a poſture of ſupplication, 
and that outward reverential form, which is 


uſed in the approach to earthly potentates, 
nothing appears to forbid the practice: if, 


on the contrary, he thinks that God? being 


aà Spirit, is to be worſhipped in ſpirit and in 


truth, and that the poſture of genuflexion, 


conveys too much the idea of idolatroufly | 


worſhipping the elements, which are the 
inſtruments -of | commemoration, what is 
there, in the Law or the Teſtimony, which 
ſhould prohibit him from following the | | 
dictates of his conſcience, and remember- | 

ing the-death of his Saviour, in a ſerious. 


= folemn — around a table co= . 


A * vered 
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* with the memorials, which the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf commanded to be uſed? - 

In either caſe, where is the engagement ' 5 

to be found, in the original inſtitution, to 


be true to the leader of any party? That 


any ſerious, conſcientious miniſter of the 
Goſpel can conſider the ſacrament in ſo 


trifling, ſo degrading, a light, 1s to me a 
matter of aſtoniſnment! | 


I will not enter at large into the argu- ; 
ment of the capability of all good citizens 
for admiſſion into public offices; that ar- 
gument has been diſcuſſed and maintained 
by much abler pens than mine; but, I 
muſt contend, in contradiction to your 
Lordſhip's chaplain, that the excluſion. is a 
ſpecies-of perſecution. Were it only of- 
fices of honour, and ſtations ' of dig- 
nity, that were kept out of the reach of 
the Diſſenters, he might have ſome colour 
for his aſſertion; but, in the ſtrict ſenſe of . 
the law, many an able and induſtrious ſub- 
ject is forbidden to act in ſituations, where 


* . and 10 would n him 
to 


0 #44 | 
to procure an honourable. maintenance; 
and what is this but perſecution for „ 
which another law has declared to be no 
crime? Indeed, did not the moderation of 


deren nt under the Hanoverian. family, 5 


agree to Jilpenſ with the Ki „ 
of law, the caſe of the Diſſenters would 
very juſtly. hon the lation of * 
| perſecution, /. 

Ido not, fe ano Fa 3 on 
this argument, becauſe Mr. De Coetlogon | 


conſidered another, which I alſo. deem more 
important, worthy of his peculiar notice 
and attention: The profanation of theor- _ 


dinance. On this head he lays, cc that * 
proves too much proves nothing; 

cannot argue againſt an inſtitution 1 
preſume he means his political ſacramen- 
tal oath), * from the abuſe of it. TAs 
however, your Lordſhip muſt obſerye 16 
aſſertion, not argument; What is it that 
proves nothing by proving too, much 2 He 
Ader [the caſe of Judas, who, fat LA 


LE ” 


2 iN 


= 
at he table with our Lord; but I cannot 
ſte how the analogy applies: the apoſtate 
was a hypocrite, who voluntarily Joined 
himſelf to the table of the Lord for ſiniſter 
purpoſes, and was not commanded by any 
authority human or divine; and I think, 
if the fact proves any thing, it proves the 
miſerable depravity of the human mind, 
which can prophane the moſt ſacred. ordi- 
nances, and ſhould rather be a caution to 
| legiſlators not to open temptations to a 
crime, which they perceive, from this in- 
famous example, the mind of a wicked man 
will lead him to fall into. 

Having conſidered the Lord's W in 
the ſimplicity and dignity of its original 
formation, Do this in remembrance of 
© me!” I will now take it. up from the 
articles of the Church of England, which 
forms the baſis of the doctrines of its mi- 
niſters. 
Article 2 5th. Wee de e 
badges, or tokens, of men's Chriſtian pro- 


feſſion, but rather they be certain ſure wit- 
TE: - neſes 


e 


EY ( In 595 

neſſes and effectual ſigns of grace and God's 
good will towards us, by the which hedoes; 
work inviſibly in us; and doth not only 
quicken, but alſo ſtrengthen and confirm, 
our faith in him: and, in ſuch ondr-m 
worthily receive the ſame, they have a 
wholeſome effect, or operation; but hiſs | 
that receive: them unworthily, purchaſe to 
themſelves damnation, as St, Paul faith, ' 

Article 28th. The Supper of the Lord 
is not only the ſign of the love that Chriſ- 
tians ought to have amongſt themſelves one 
to another, but rather is a Sacrament of 


— 


Redemption by Chriſt's Death; inſomuen 


that, to ſuch as rightly, worthily, and with 
faith, receive the ſame, the bread which 
we break is a partaking of the body of 
Chriſt, and likewiſe the cup of bleſſing is a 
partaking of the blood of Chriſt. 5 
Article agth. The wicked and ſuch a 
be void of a holy faith, although they do 
viſibly preſs with their teeth the Sacrament 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, yet in ns 
wile are they partakers of Chriſt, but ra- 


612 
ther to their condemnation do eat and drink 
the Sign, or ee of fo great” a 
. 77 $ 

on this view of the Articles 1 may again 
aſk, whether there is any thing like an oath - 
of allegiance, / or profeſſion of -adherence, 
to any temporal church? but I would more 
pointedly enquire, whether it is not the 
plain drift and meaning of them, that the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ſhould, 
by the conſciencious miniſters of the church, 
be adminiſtered with reverence and cau- 
tion? and, accordingly, the rubric directs 
the curate-not to ſuffer open and notorious 
evil livers to be partakers of the Lord's Ta- 
ble. — What a prophanation muſt it then 
appear to every ſerious conſiderate mind, 
when the Lord's Supper is adminiſtered to 
every candidate for official emolument ; ad- 
miniſtered openly, not only to adulterers, 
blaſphemers, and profligates, of every de- 
ſeription, but to thoſe who actually deny 
the exiſtence and being of a God; and yet, 


5 = the Articles of the Church of England, 
e theſe 


Cay 
theſe Sacraments are to be the certain ſure 
witneſſes and. effectual ſigns. of grace, and. 
© God's good-will. to , or. the e | 
of their dam nation. | 
This relation is an open e ho 
ledged fact, known to every perſon-who. is. 
witneſs to the qualification of men for civil 
offices; yet ſuch a proſtitution. of the ordi- 
nance is, by a ſerious and devotional cler-- 
gyman, pleaded for before an aſſembly f 
magiſtrates, and in a day when the light. 
and knowledge of the Goſpel is ſpread all 
over the land, as a ſecurity to the church 
and the maintenance of our happy conſti- 
tution. Did our conſtitution ſtand: on no 
better ground than this irreligious propha- | 
nation, I ſhould, on the contrary, fear its 
ſpeedy and utter deſtructioͤn. 

On the diſſolution of the religious 12 : 

ſes, conſequent on the reformation from 
popery, it was but too often found thee | 
prieſt roſe from the groſſeſt ſenſuality, to 
perform the duties of his ſacred office : in 1 
the at age, I fear, the laity attend the 
den 


* 
— 


—— — — 


ſolemn ordinance of the Lord's gupper with 
#60 much of the ſame diſpoſition, when i it 
3s-partaken of, not to commemorate the 


and party conteſt, been acquainted with 


inſtances of perſons, members of the eſta- 


bliſhment, who, having neglected i in time 
to qualify, for fear of any ground of ob- 
jection at the day of election, have had the 
ordinance privately adminiſtered, by a re- 
commendatory letter, in the ſame caſual 


manner, that an addreſs to frank the poſ- 


tage of a letter, or any other ſuch trifling 
favour would have been procured. Vet 


death of their Redeemer, but to obtain a 
paſſport quietly into an office of honour or 


. emolument. Pr Yo yd LOO 
I have, in the courſe of public buſineſs 


this is the ſecurity that the ſacramental oath | 


e to the church! 
Will it keep out one unprincipled mem- 


ber of civil ſociety, who ſcorns the obliga- 
tion of oaths, and who confiders all reli- 
gious ceremonies as matters of no impor- 


r "want it keep out of office one de- 


— Vgning 
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PRE: man, who. thinks the n 
of the church an uſurpation on the. rights 
of men, and who would join. heart and 
hand in pulling down chis fabric of ou: 
cal importance? 


It has been aid, Shae: hive the Diſſeu⸗ 
er 


ters to do with the diſcipline of a churct 
which they are not members? „A ſerious 


thinking man muſt be hurt at being a wits - 


neſs to the legal prophanation of a Chri- 
tian ordinance in the country where he res 


fides'; the natural conſequence of which is; 


on the one hand, indifference among thoſe 
members of the eſtabliſhment Who thin 
lightly of all religious ceremonies, and, on 
the other, infidelity amongſt thoſe. wo 
reaſon more cloſely on the abſurdity of ap. 


plying a divine inſtitution to the purpoſes 


of party giſtintion ; a judicious hearer 


muſt be ſhocked at being informed from 
the pulpit, that the Lord's Supper is an 


oath of allegiance ; and obſerving i it admle 
niſtered indiſcriminately to every commu- 


nicant who i is $ impioys ang hardy enough, to 
receive 


AE 


„ I, 
receive it, contrary to the rubric and ſol. 
lemn articles of the church, and, what ig 
of inſinitely more importance, contrary to 
the law and teſtimony which alone is in- ; 
fallible, and which ſays, © Let a man exas- 
* mine himſelf, and ſo let him eat. 

Nor is this view of the i entire: 
ly confined to the members of the eftabliſh- 
ment: the communicants of many other 
Chriſtian ſocieties, led by the prevalent doc- 
trine which is ſupported: by the national 
miniſters, are brought to entertain vague 
and unſcriptural notions on this point; 
they are induced to believe it is no other 
than a party diſtinction, and either neglect 
it entirely, or wholly miſtake its nature | 
wu deſign. ; wc 
1 have now; my Lord; gone over, as 
_ as I can recolle&, Mr. De Coetlo- 
gon's laſt and moſt ſerious objection to an 
alteration in the law, which com pels every , 
candidate for municipal magiſtracy to par- 
take of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; 
= 2 cannot * either from Serip- 
| | * 


- — —— * * DWT— —— —  ——  — — 
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* 


tonal diſgrace. 


If he ſtill continues to think 10 1 is. the 

| abuſe of the law, not the law itſelf, which FRE 
is to be lamented, TI would anſwer, that no- 
thing appears to me plainer than that the 
lay itſelf is the abuſe of the divine inſtitu- 
tion; and for the proof of this poſition :? 
would remark, that the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation, i in 1704, very ftaunch friends 

to the church, were of a different opinion 
from- the modern clergy ; inſtead of re- 


Joicing in a ſtatute, which compels them to 
act contrary to the canons and articles of 


the church, in their addreſs to the Upper 
Houſe, they repreſent * the enereaſing 
* difficulties of the parochial clergy about ; 
* adminiſtering the holy Sacrament indif- 5 


F " ferently to at perſons who demand it, in 
order to qualify themſelves for office, 


B L because 


tare” or even from the articles lie ls own 
church, that the manifeſt prophanation of 
his rite either proves too much, or proves | 


nothing: it does, indeed, prove a ſerious 
evil, and, in à religious kh a 18 


— 


| ( 18 )) 
. becauſe they do not ſee how they could, 
ac in ſeveral caſes, act conformably to the 
« rubric and canons of the church, in te. 
E pelling ſuch perſons as were unworthy, 
0 and particularly notorious ſchiſmatics, 
% without expoſing themſelves to vexatious 
* ſuits at law.. 
; Such a conſtruction put on the aft by A 
body of clergy, fully competent to decide on 
the queſtion, will certainly ſtrengthen my 
arguments; and it appears, that they did 
not conſider the law effectually excluded no- 
torious ſchiſmatics, which is the preſent ar- 
gument f for its continuance; and, in truth, 
nothing can be more apparent than that 
ſuch an obligation will not bind a man, 
who thinks ſlightly of all religious ceremo- 
nies, and who deems all ſuch forms the off- 
ſpring of prieſteraft and popular deluſion. 
It has been ſaid, that this ordinance reſts 
on the ſame baſis as the oath of allegiance 
to the fate! Surely the caſes differ moſt 
| materially; the latter is a mere civil action, 


Ioſtified by the necellity of. civil gon: 
5 ment, 
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* 


rarchy, to which the miniſter of the eſta- 
bliſhment pretends he has vowed the moſt 
ſacred obedience? I cannot, indeed, ſee the : 
end which is obtained by the obligation to 


4.3 


ment, as the ah and inſtitution of God. 5 


and the practice immemorial of all civi- 


lized nations. The tender of the oath of 5 
abjuration, is no more a proſtitution of ſa- SL] 

cred things than the tender of an oath in 
a court of juſtice; the perjury, or forfei= 


ture of the engagement, is puniſhable in 


the civil court: but who will take cogni- | 


zance of the breach of allegiance to the 


church, if the communicant, riſing before 


her altar, ſhall immediately j join the com- : 


munion of (What the convocation” called) 
the moſt notorious ſchiſmatic, and take the 
moſt violent meaſures to deflroy that hie- 


conform to the Houſe of Convocation, 


fourſcore years ſince perceived that it: would 
not keep the Diſſenter, or, as they termed ' 
it, the ſchiſmatic, from their altar, whilſt wit 
it compelled the clergy to prophane the or- 
ee ; and it muſt be RIG: acknow- oh 


1 Tedged; ; 


þ 


— Mt > * 


"oh 


la Mid bot. Ax et LA. ef. on ls. . 


a Bo 1 . 
Nagel, as the number of Dien who 
have entered into office, either from indif. 
ference to the terms of conformity, or the 
protection they were confident they ſhould 
receive from government, is not leſs at the 
preſent time than when the Convocation 

. publiſhed their remonſtrance. Many Diſ- 

- enters, of the beſt moral characters, com- 
mtmicate with the eſtabliſhment from mo- 
tives of cordiality and eſteem; many mem- 
bers of the eſtabliſhment, who totally diſ- 

- approve of the doctrine and articles, con- 
tinue to partake of its Communion: in 
ſhort, ſacramental qualification ſeems a 

barrier to the church fo light and inſignifi- 

cant, that it ſcarcely deſerves a tithe of the 
| Leal and —_—— which! is uled to defend 
it. 


1 have read, my Sou, put few of the 
late publications on this queſtion : of thoſe 
Which. I have ſeen, moſt have drawn the 

© principal ſource of their arguments from 
the rights of the Diſſenters as men and ci- 


 Uizens, In the preſent addreſs 1 have * 


| 


ticles they have ſubſcribed, and to the plain 
and e e of their divine Maſe 


1 21 . | 7 
ed but lightly on theſe arguments, not "Re : 
cauſe I had any doubt of their want of 
foundation, but becauſe the ohjection to 
the Sacramental Qualification, from the 
prophanation of the ordinance, infinitely 


outweighs all others, and, in my opinion, 
deſerves: the moſt ſerious conſideration. In 
this view I am ſurpriſed the attention of the 
calviniſtic (or, as they are termed, metho- 
diſt) clergy. has never been directed to the 


controverſy, Of that deſcriptio of clergy, 1 
preſume your Lordſhip entertains a favo- 
rable opinion, by your departure from the 


uſual routine im the appointmgat of your 
chaplain, _ „ 

If, amongſt the 3 ſtic clergy, there 
are men, whoſe bigotry gains the aſcen- 


dance over their good ſenſe and piety z if 


there are men who, on ſerious confidera- | 
tion, prefer an imaginary bulwark of the 


-national church to a. ſolemn adminiſtration TO 


of the Lord's Supper according to the ar- 


Bz * 5 


. -whole perſpicuity of argument, juſtice of 
comprehenſion, and complete poſſeſſion of 


( 22 | 


ter” 8 inſtitution; if there are churchmen, 
who think that every method by which a 
conſciencious Diſſenter may be prevented 
joining their ſociety is juſtifiable, who would 
render the inſtitution of their Saviour the 


occaſion of ſtrife and diſcord; to the Law 
and the Teſtimony 1 muſt leave them, and, 


if they ſpeak not according to "mat word, 


let that condemn them. 


I would, however, beg leave to add 


though I have not entered: largely into the 
queſtion. of the civil rights of the Diſſen- 
ters, I am not inſenſible to that diſplay of 


brilliant eloquence, which, I preſume,” was 


hinted at by your Lordſhip's chaplain, ide: 
livered by the right honourable gentleman, 


his ſubject, 1s ſufficient to diſtinguiſh him 


without the mention of his name. 


As an elector for the city of London, 1 


cannot omit making ſome obſervations on 
the conduct of a candidate with your Lord- 
ſhip for the repreſentation , and to a decla- 
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ration, which' is neh to operate eke, 


rably to his prejudice. 5 


The worthy . der e Mime : 


been educated amongſt the Diſſenters, may, 


perhaps, think it neceſſary; as a mark of. 
ſincerity to his new profeſſion, to ſhew a 

more than abundant contempt and ae 5 
gard of his former connexions. 


It happens ſomewhat EAR OO for a 
new candidate, that the preſent repreſenta- 
tives for the-eity of London, however di- 


vided by political opinion, have all of them 
declared themſelves united in the eauſe of 
religious liberty, by voting, on the 8th of 
May, 1789, in favour of the Repeal of the 


Sacramental Teſt. Your Lordſhip has too 


much liberality to take this obſervation/as 


perſonally applied; but the candidate, 1 


have alluded to, I hear, from good autho- 


rity, conſiders his oppoſition to the Diſ- 
ſenters will ſerve him materially with ano 


ther deſeription of electors; and, had his | 


conduct been preciſely that which he now 


ſtates it, a ſerious objection to entering in- 
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to an engagement for any part of his con- 
duct in parliament, many moderate and 

ſenſible men would have ſupported him in 
his principle; but he has expreſſed himſelf, 


not only on the occaſion publicly referred 


to but on others, too decidedly to take the 
credit of a moderate, independent, man. 

Much has been ſaid on the impropriety 
of political as well as religious Teſts, and 
I am not diſpoſed to enter into the defence 
of the former any more than of the latter. 

That the Houſe of Commons is an elec- 
tive branch of the legiſlature is an incon, 


trovertible propoſition; but, if electors 


ate to be totally indifferent to the ſenti- 
ments or principles of the candidates for 
the repreſentation, that body might, with 
more advantage to the community, be he 
reditary or ſelf- elective. 5 
I cannot ſee the impropriety, ben 2 
gentleman preſents himſelf to me to ſolicit 
a ſeat in parliament, with whoſe public ſen» 
timents 1 am perfectly unacquainted, of 
9 with him og = ſubject which] 
+ conſider 


(ay. ) 
conſider 'of importance; and, ſhould. 1 
reply to me, that he has not duly conſiders: 
ed it and cannot give me à decided opinion 
upon it, or ſhould he inform. me, that, af 
ter mature deliberation, the argument does 
not appear in the fame light to him as it 
does to me, in either of theſe caſes I can 
not be in the leaſt offended with his con- 
duct, and I; ſhall conſider whether, under 
thoſe circumſtances, from his general cha- 
racter, and confident of his ability, I may * . 
truſt him with that diſcretion he ſolicits; ; 
but, if to a want of candour and politeneſs, 
he adds a failure in judgement, it is more 
than probable I ſhall not conſider him as 
the moſt proper perſon for uy TOO | 
tive in parliament. 1 5 
An engagement to vote for any Patien- 5 
75 meaſure, in all circumſtances and ſitua- 
tions, will not be contended for by any 
prudent man; and more reliance is to be | 


placed ori the: honour of a man of princes 


ple than on the engagement of a man de- 
0 of it: . the obe doubts I enter- 
a tained 


„„ 
tained of the diſcretion of a man, the more 
- prefling I ſhould be for his opinion 

What proſpect there is of immediate ſuc-- 
ceſs in the application for the Repeal of the 
Corporation and Toft Acts, having taken 
no part in the conduct of the buſineſs, 1 
cannot preſume to judge; poſſibly the old 

clamour, which has been raiſed throughout 
the country, that the church is in danger, 
may, at this period, impede its progrefs. 

From the temper and difpoſition of the 
times, there cannot, however, be much 
doubt, that the cauſe, if perſevered in, 

will be ſucceſsful; I ſay, if perſevered in, 
becauſe the Diſſenters, being admitted to 
the. higheſt honours of the ſtate, (that of 
becoming members of the legiſlature with» 
out the ſacramental-qualification,) cannot 
be very anxious for the permiſſion to en- 
joy corporation dignities, which thoſe who 

are deſirous of them already appear in poſ- 
ſeſſion of by connivance: many of the po- 
litical Diſſenters are alſo apprehenſive, that 

N05 K of this Tight fence between 
bw} . them 


. 
them wb the eſtabliſhment e ruin the 
Diſſenters as a ſeparate party.: {+ 1 i5iagh-29 
That the church can be in Pats from 
the removal of that which is no defence, | 
is an argument ſo ill-founded, that it can 
only be conſidered as a; watch-word or a 
ſignal to miſlead the populace. — T he cor- 
poration of the church (for, a corporation 7 
it undoubtedly: is, as well as thoſe inſtitu- 
ted for the purpoſes of trade or municipal 
regulation) has its rights and properties; 
and, while it is in poſſeſſion of its pieſent 
property and ample revenue, cannot be 
in danger from the acceſſion of Diſſen- 
ters. — It is more than probable Diſſenters 
| there will ever be ; while the national church 
claims temporal authority over the con- 
ſciences of men, there will not be wanting 
men with ſufficient judgement to perceive 
that Chriſt's kingdom is not of this world, 
has nothing to do with the civil corporation 
of the Church of England, the Church f 
Scotland, or the Church of Rome, and is 
moſt truly defined, by the firſt of * 15 
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her nineteenth article, «a a congregation f 
FF faithful men.” e i 


I ou ght gr my Lord, to take leave of 
your Lordſhip with ſome . apology for the 
freedom of this public addreſs ; but, I am 
ſenſible, your Lordſhip has at times un. 
dertaken the ſame taſk ; you have endea-· 
voured to make the public ſenſible of their 
own dignity and their own intereſt, and are 
not unacquainted with the arduouſeneſs of 
the undertaking ; there are many writers 
who would have taken up the pen with 
more propriety of diction or more cloſe lo- 
gieal reaſoning, but none with a more ſa- 
cred regard to truth, or more earneſt wiſhes 
for the proſperity of that city, in which 
your Lordſhip now preſides; a metropolis, 
which, either ſunk in the diſſipation of the 
day, or hurried in the vortex of buſineſs, 
or led by the genius of party, is almoſt a4 
ignorant on the ſubject of this addreſs, as 
the meaneſt peaſant * loweſt n in 
= land, | 
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With every degree of perſonal 
your Lordſhip, I have the honour to re- 
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ä Your Lordſhip's 
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© Moſt obedient and „ 
Feb. 1 W ld tet od an; 
Moſt humble Servant, 
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